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ALBANIA 


ROLE OF DISPENSARIES IN PREVENTING DISEASES STRESSED 
Tirana SHENDETESIA POPULLORE in Albanian No 1, Jan-Feb-Mar 80 pp 3-9 


{Article by Prof Josif Adhami, Dr Gaqo Trebicka, Koco Poro and Skender 
Dauti: “Dispensary Care as a Basic Method for Developing Preventive 
Measures Against Diseases of a Mass Character") 


[Text] The great socioeconomic changes that have taken place in our coun- 
try since the liberation of the fatherland and the victory of the people's 
revolution have created all the necessary conditions for improving the 
level of medical assistance, giving priority to preventive measures. 


Comrade Enver Hoxha said at the Lith Plenum [of the Albanian Workers 
Party Central Committee}: "The organization of medical visits of workers 
in determined periods and the regular keeping of records and medical 
cards should gradually begin to be organized and implemented and that 
practice of a prophylactic nature should be eatended everywhere along 
with increasing the number of medical cadres." 


Council of Ministers Decision No 2 of 6 January 1979, “On the Further 
Expansion of the Prophylactic Character of Our Medical Care," is the re- 
sult of the decisions of the llth Plenum of the Party Central Committee 
and of the cirectives of its Seventh Congress. In order that diseases of 
a mass nature be discovered on time, treated and prevented, the decision 
assigns the task of expanding detection and gradually extending the sys- 
tem of dispensary care. 


The slow manifestation of many diseases, such as heart and vascular dis- 
eases, oncological diseases, occupational illnesses and so forth, results 
the fact that the sick persons go to the doctor when the disease has al- 
ready passed its initial stage, when organic damage has appeared which 
reduces the effectiveness of the treacment. Thus one can understand the 
important of an early discovery of diseases through examination of the 
population, especially in work centers, schools, agricultural cooperatives 
and so forth. 








Vispeneary care is of great importance not only for discovering diseases, 
but also for their early treatment, for curing sick people, for preventing 
recurrences, for the rapid rehabilitation of sick people and for averting 
disability. For this purpose, an active detection of diseases in their 
initial stage and the improvement of living and working conditions are 
necessary, because they can influence the manifestation and course of 
diseases, 


Organized mass detection is of particular importance for cataloging some 
occupational or re,ional diseases which are linked with environmental 
factors. 


From the result of their study, conclusions can be drawn on etiological 
factors, on the degree of the spreading of diseases in our country and 

on the prophylactic measures which must be taken for preventing them, 

since this is the main purpose of our socialist medical care. The activity 
of detecting various diseases and cataloging them, in addition to organiza- 
tional measures, requires cowpetent doctors capable of making early diag- 
noses of the diseases in those people who think that they are in good 
health, in order to make exact diagnoses, so that the statistical data 

will be as correct and as well-founded as possible and not be influenced 

by subjective impressions, because, only then will tiey have a scientific 
value. 


For this purpose, it is necessary to improve the qualitative level of med- 
ical assistance, giving particular importance to the instruction of cadres 
and to their training and specialization, because, only doctors ideologi- 
cally and professionally educated and with extensive hygiene and health 
knowledge can be capable of discovering the causes of diseases in their 
initial stages and of adenting preventive measures. 


General practitioners can give a great assistance in this field; they must 
refer the cases they diagnose or the cases they have doubts about to the 
appropriate specialists. 


The abovementioned aims can be achieved only in a true socialist country, 
where the well-being and health of the people are at the center of atten- 
tion and where the entire broad health network is put at the disposal of 
the veople, free of charge. 


Dispensary care, as an important link, joining prophylaxis and the medical 
area of the health service in a single unit, creates continuity in protect- 
ing the people's health. 


This method makes it possible for a doctor to move from a passive attitude, 
"from waiting for the sick people to come to him,” to active action, that 

is, by going to the sick people to discover them in the early stage of 
sickness, among healthy people, at a time when prophylactic-curative measures 








have 4 more certain, more rapid, more basic and less expensive action, 
Thus, dispensary care presents one of the most concrete applications of 
prophylaxis, because it is a living integration of the curative work 
with prophylaxis. 


To apply dispensary care, the doctor must leave medical institutions and 
know, at close range, the illness of the population of the city quarter, 
of work center, of the agricultural cooperative or of the school, as well 
as the concrete working and living conditions which can exert their in- 
fluence on health. 


From a generai point of view, the concept that, along with the medicine 


that deals with the sick, there also is the medicine that deals with 
healthy persons, must be instilied in tne minds of the medical workers 
and of all the people; this is the future in our country. 


The system of dispensary care is a complex matter that goes beyond the 
limits of medicine; therefore, along with the medical workers, the eco- 
nomic and administrative organs, the mass organizations and the people 
themselves must make their contribution to its implementation. Thus, 
when a massive detection campaign is being organized at an industrial 
enterprise, the assistance of the mass organizations, under the leader- 
ship of the basic party organizations, can also be required along with 
thac of the management of the enterprise, and this refers not only to 
participation in medical visits, but also to the detailed explanation of 
the importance of detection and of the prevention of diseases. The trade 
unions can make their contribution to the execution of the practical mea- 
sures that follow every action of dispensary care and to the improvement 
of working conditions, implementation of hygiene and health regulations 
and other protective measures, and to th: use of antidotes and so forth. 


In schools, too, the assistance of the directors, pedagogical councils 
and youth organizations is needed; therefore, preliminary explanatory 
work and coordination between the work ° teaching schedule and the de- 
tection action must be organized ahead of time. 


Detection in city quarters and especially in villages is difficult without 
the assistance of the local governmental organs, the leaders of the agri- 

cultural cooperatives and che mass organizations, since the detection ac- 

tion must be accompanied by other hygienic and health measures, especially 
when it concerns the protection of the health of mother and child. 


The study of gastrointestinal diseases cannot be understood without the 
cooperation of the trade organs, without the regular supply of food 
products and without the examination of conditions in dining halls of 
workers and in kitchens of creches and kindergartens, from the point of 
view of hygiene and health and from the point of view of dietology. The 
hygiene workers and epidemiologists mvst make a great contribution to 
this field. 














Active detect .on in the eariy stages is carried out by seans of medical 
visite in work centers and periodic and prophylactic examinations; 
usually made by the enterprise doctor; their qualitative value depends 
on the doctor's training, the study method and the ways of detection 
through questionnaires, registries and special card files and so forth. 
Therefore, the training of higher and middle cadres has a particular 
importance so that they will clearly understand the meaning of detection 
and of dispensary care and how they should be carried out. 


As to the differe.t specialists, they participate in periodic exanina- 
tions in the form of complex teams in enterprises, schools or agricul- 
tural cooperatives, or in an individual manner when the doctors of 
these centers and their patients for consultation. 


‘he work with complex teams of specialists has priority, because it gives 
them the opportunity to acquaint theaselves on the spot with the working 

conditions, the microclimate and the negative occupational factors which 

can influence the health conditions of workers and so forth. 


A special concern must be shown for extracting the most exact results so 

that they represent the reality and not artificially inflating the fig- 

ures on instances of disease, or the opposite. This requires great aware- 
ness in work, thorough theoretical and practical knowledge and a persistent 
and systematic work on the part of the health workers and a briefing to the 
population to be examined. It is of special important to keep professional 
secrecy SO aS not to cause anxiety among the people who have been examined. 


In our country, hospitals, polyclinics, dispensaries of work centers and 
the health inspectorate are organisms which, together with the responsible 
cadres, can, in a structured manner, fully implement, in the best way pos- 
sible, the dispensary care of the population. Through the dispensary care, 
the structure of diseases and our zonal pathology will be better known and 
will be known on more scientific bases. All the data must be centralized 
into a single center, in a dispensary or out-patient department for every 
area of specialization, managed by and under the jurisdiction of the re- 
sponsible clinic. These out-patient departments must be equipped with the 
necessary cadres and apparatuses. 


In our country, detection and dispensary care were started immediately 
after the liberation of the ratherland and the victory of the people's 
revolution. These measures, based on economic and social changes, led 

to the eradication of syphilis, malaria and trachoma and to the reduc- 
tion of instances of tuberculosis and other diseases. Mass detection 
campaigns have been organized for goiter, sugar diabetes, high blood pres- 
sure and cerebral vascular diseases, rheumatism and heart disease, hepati- 
tis, epilepsy and skin diseases and so forth; the antitubercular dispen- 
saries have the best experience in this field. 








in the present conditions, when instances of pulmonary tuberculosis have 
been greatiy reduced and when our tuberculosis specialists have gained a 
large experience and are well acquainted with the chest X-ray, antituber- 
cuiar dispensaries have all the opportunities to assist in the detection 
of other pulmonary diseases, especially malignancies, and of veart 
diseases. The coordination of their work with the work of dispensaries, 
against cardiovascular and oncological diseases, will make it possible 
for antitubercular dispensaries, through radiological examinations and 
massive {luoroscopic examinations, to contribute to the detection of 
heart disease, which cause inefficiency and the largest mortality rate, 
a well as against cancer of the respiratory organs; the latter, accord- 
ing to the data of the statistical service of the Ministry of Health for 
1977 holds the third place after the cancer of the digestive organs and 
Skin cancer. This cooperation must not be understood as a relaxation 
Struggle against tuberculosis, but as a strengthening of it, because, 
despite the successes achieved in this field, much remains to be done. 


Malignant tumors are on the increase throughout the world. According to 
reports of the health statistics department of the World Health Organiza- 
tion for 1977, the death rate from cancer among the populations of sonr 
neighodoring countries for |972 wes as follows: Yugoslavia, 106 per 
thousand residents; Romania, 123.95; Bulgaria, 137.95; and Greece, 
141.35 while, in Italy it was 187.7. Im our country, according to the 
data of the statistical service of the Ministry of Health for 1977, the 
mortality rate of the population was 48 per thousand. Nevertheless, 
this remains one of the main problems that needs the earliest detection 
possible and dispensary care. Thus, it is necessary to establish on- 
cological stations in the main districts which will organize and direct 
the entire struggle against malignant tumors. But, no matter how large 
the network of oncological stations is, they will not be able to do this 
work alone without the assistance of the general practitioner of the 
village, polyclinic or hospital, because the sick person first goes to 
the general practitioner. Therefore, we think that, in addition to mass 
detection campaigns organized for specific groups, all persons over 40 
who come for medical consultation in polyclinics or health centers once 
every 2-3 years, regardless of their illness, should be examined for the 
most frequent malignant tumors, such as those of the esophagus, lungs 
and prostate gland for men and the breast and cervix for women; and the 
suspected cases must be sent to the oncological siation for determining 
the diagnosis and for dispensary care. This is necessary because, in 
the present situation of knowledge about cancer, detection and the 
earliest diagnosis are the most valuable weapons in the struggle against 
thie disease. 


Since cancer of the digestive organs holds the first place, while the 
cancer of the respiratory tract, the third place; following skil can- 
cer with which it is almost at the same level, one can understand the 
importance of radiological examinations, especially the examination of 








the esophague if which the experience is Shaiier and the Sumber of spe- 
clalisatse are more limitec. for this, the following are eavential: the 
settling Up Of new encoscopic cabinets for fibrogastroscopy acd fibro- 
colonoscopy; the expansion of the existing ones, such as recto;omano- 
scopy, esophagoscopy and laparoscopy; the extension of radiological 
examinations, such as selective arteriography; and the greater use of 
radioactive isotopes and so forth. 


Among the most important problems facing our health sector today is the 
struggle against -ardiovascular diseases which in 1979 accounted for 
19.3 percent of the total number of disabilities. Detection and dis- 
pensary care rust be guided into three main directions: 1) rheumatism 
and heart aiiments; 2) hypertension; and 3) arteriosclerosis which, 
in the majority of the cases, accompanies hypertension. 


For this, the cardiological cabinets in Tirana and in the main districts 
must be converted into dispensaries for cardiovascular diseases. Each 
dispensary must have its cardiologist, cardiopediatrician and a radiolo- 
gist specializing mainly in cardiopulmonary diseases. It is inconceiv- 
able that all the work in districts could be done by these 3 or 4 doctors. 
The active or passive detections will be carried out, first of all, by the 
general practitioner and pediatrician of the village, united cooperative, 
city quarter or work center; and the diagnosed or suspected cases will be 
sent to the responsible district dispensaiy for the exact diagnosis and for 
dispensary care. A great contribution to this field can be made by the 
rheumatology cabinets whose detection effort can be coordinated with that 
of the cardiology cabinets. Therefore, dispensary care is the task of all 
doctors and not only of the specialists; nevertheless, it requires special 
means and people to be connected with this problem. Dispensary care does 
not mean that a sick person should go for a medical visit only when he 
feels anxiety or when he »as the time to do 80; on the contrary, he should 
make it an obligation to visit the doctor on the day set by the dispensary 
officer. This presupposes a sound work discipline both on the part of the 
health workers and the workers themselves who receive dispensary care; and 
continuous educational work must be carried out with then. 


Protection from heart ailments necessitates the treatment of acute articu- 
lar rheumatism and the periodic examination of its victims. A partial or- 
ganization in this field was carried out in 1-71-1975. During this period, 
under the supervision of our clinical administration and in cooperation 
with 7 districts of the country, 37,469 cases were diagnosed mainly in 
studencs from the eight-year and middle schools, between 6 and 21 years 
old, ‘ncluding students from some vocational schools, such as those of the 
work reserves. Of these, 311 or 8.30 per thousand had rheumatic heart dis- 
orders. Of course, these figures do not concern all the population of our 
country, because, we have mainly examined persons in the age groups which 
are most affected by rheumatisz. 








le achieve good feeuite in the field of dispensary care, of particular 
laportance is the adoption of methodical ond organizational measures, 
in fegard to the early detection of diseases, we can use various forms, 
such ae! 


The exa@inaticon of the population in work centers, schools, boarding 
achoole, Kindergartens and eo forth in order to discover specific types 
of diseases or to discover instances of disease in general. 


The periodic visite for workers uf various categories, for exampie, those 
dealing with public catering. 


The usual medical examination in polyclinics. 


Dispensary care for some special diseases, as is being done at the central 
polyciinic and in conslutation unite of hospital clinics in Tirana. 


The medical examination of family members or other persons who have been 
in contact with the sick person, as is being done for contagious diseases. 


Good records are of special importance in the system of dispensary care. 
Firet of all, records are sade for persons with chronic ilinesses, those 
who are sick sore often and for a longer period of time, those who cause 
an increase in temporary work disability and for the groups of healthy 
people who, because of special conditions of their work, need to be 
examined periodically. The latter includes young workers, school youths, 
enlisted men, workers who engage in heavy physical work, miners and sports- 
@en. 


The plane for the present and for the future are being drafted; the cadres 
who will follow these plans are determined; and the schedule for periodic 
examination is also set up. Each person who receives dispensary care is 
provided with a medical file or a personal medical record card listing 
his medical history with all the clinical and biological data. It must 
refiect the connection between medical treatment and protection from dis- 
eases during the time the person is receiving dispensary treatment and 
the data on the working and living conditions so that the progress of the 
illness and its complications can be monitored in a functional sanner. 
All the necessary records of every check-up of the sick person under dis- 
pensary care, the changes of hie health condition and data on the removal 
of the records of dispensary care, when the sick person is transferred to 
another vork center, city quarter or district--are noted in the medical 
file -r personal record card. In te latter case the responsible dispen- 
sary is notified and eiven a copy o: the record of the dispensary care. 


Along with the rec registry, medical file and record cards, in the sys- 
tem of recording and sonitoring people given dispensary care, it is also 
necessery to have the record card or planning file, in which, after each 
visit, the doctor indicates the date of the next visit. 











The proceseifg of Materiales on the basie of well-determined scientific 
criteria and the correct interpretation of figures and percentages and 

forth have @ special importance, For this, it is necessary to assure 
cooperation with the computer center, 


mi 


The introduction of more suitable methods of medical statistics during 
Maes detection activities will help bring to light the causes of diseases 
and of death and will make it possible to adopt new and more effective 
measures before irreparable damage is done to the different organs and 
asyetems. The syel.@ of recording, in addition to studying in accordance 
with the lawe of s.edical stacistics, must have a single method for the 
entire country, eo that the resuite from different districts might be 
compared, 


Ase to the indicators of the effectiveness of dispensary care, they are 
get in accordance with special diseases. In specified periods of time, 
individual record carde of dispensary care are checked by the heads of 
the responsible specialized areas together with the doctor of the enter- 
prise and on the basis of the veri‘ication of each case separately; and 
the conclusions on the health of the sick person are noted. Thus, it is 
determined if the sick person is cured, if he is better and whether his 
condition is stable or if it has become aggravated; at the same time, an 
opinion about his ability to work is given. One criterion on which we 
must rely in evaluating the effectiveness of dispensary care is the re- 
duction of temporary disability of those under dispensary care. Thus, 
the value of dispensary care comes more evident if, in the first place, 
the workers with the highest temporary disability are taken into consid- 
eration. 


The recording of the cases that will be given dispensary care and the 
determining of prophylactic and curative measures constitute only the 
beginning of dispensary care. Concentrating only on these measures 

would make them formal; therefore, there arises the necessity of a con- 
tinuous observation and of an active monitoring of the people under dis- 
pensary care. The doctor of the enterprise, of the polyclinic, the city 
quarter or of the united cooperative actively monitors every person under 
Jiespensary care and calls him time after time for a check-up. The inter- 
vals of medical check-ups must not be the same and mechanically determined 
for all the people under dispensary care; on the contrary, they must be 
individualized in accordance with the nature and seriousness of the ill- 
ness, the situation and work place of everyone. 


The strict observance of doctor's orders and advice is linked with the 
level of knowledge about the illness of the person under dispensary care, 
that is, wich the level of his medical culture. From this, one can under- 
stand the role played by health propaganda which should be systematically 
developed, since it is a component part of the plan of dispensary care. 

it must be carried out not only individually in the work place or in the 
family during medical visits, but also in an organized manner with groups 

















sick people in accordance with the disease classification unite and 
the work piace which they direct, 


The doctor in the dispensary care service ust maintain close relation- 
ships with the doctor inp the work center and with those of the hospital 
and of the doctor=-worker assesement teams and so forth, so that the 
patient is monitored in all aspects that guarantee the welfare of his 
heaith, 


Prom aii thie, it .@ clear that dispensary care is a work method whose 
implementation es hot hamper the curative process, but facilitates it, 
and enriches our medical science, because it makes us delve further into 
the study of diseases and preventive measures. 


9150 
CSO: 2100 














ANGOLA 


*KATOLOTOLO' OUTBREAK NOTED, SYMPTOMS GIVEN 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 5 Jun 80 pp 4, 10 


[Excerpts] "“Katolotolo” is the common name of a disease which appeared in 
Angola for the firet time at the end of the 1960's, At the beginning of 
thie year it appeared again and ite origin is still unknown. 


The “katolotolo” or chikungunya (technical name) has not been definitely 
characterized, but it is believed to be caused by a virus and is characterized 
by fever, general weakness and especially by a pressure in the joints which 
makes it impossible for the affected person to move. The disease is mild, 
that is, it disappeares by itself in approximately 10 days, the only incon- 
venience being that during the time of the attack it is impossible for the 
affected persons to contribute to the productive process, 


The fact that this disease is mild, said Dr Raul Feio, does not mean that we 
should stay at home waiting for it to take its course naturally. 


Since it is a virus, there is no specific medication to combat it and 
therefore there is no treatment which can cure it rapidly. The treatment 
used is essentially directed against the symptoms. Medications can be 
prescribec to alleviate the fever and the rheumatic pain. 


We should stress the fact that the “katolotolo” should be differentiated 

‘rom malaria. Malaria is caused bv plasmodium which is a small protozoan 
tranemitted by a special type of mosquito. The "“katolotolo” is a special) 
virus and it is also transmitted by a mosquito, but a different one from the 
one transmitting the plasmodium of malaria, and can even cause other diseases 
with other symptoms. Therefore, and because there are cases with symptoms 
similar to malaria, the patients must see a doctor whenever possible to 
better determine the kind of disease and receive proper medication. 


The mosquitoes which cause “katalotolo" or chikungunya normally develop in 
all containers with water. One of the preventive measures that should be 
taken is to change the water every 4 or 6 days and wash carefully the walls 
of the containers to destroy the eggs of the mosquitoes. Old utensils 


which by chance remain in some backyards must be destroyed or buried, because 
they are also very important breeding places of these mosquitoes. These 


measures will be augmented by others prepared by the Ministry of Health. 
However, if we all follow the instructions in our homes it will be a great 
contribution to eliminating this plague, which is already declining. 

116% 
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CHILE 


MENTNGITIS CASES REPORTED WITHIN NORMAL RANGE 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 9 Jul 60 p C#2 


[Text | lwice as many cases of meningococcic meningitis were reported in 
lune as in May, but they remained within the normal seasonal curve of 
cases throughout the country. 


This was pointed out yesterday by government delegate to SNS [National 
Health Service’) Dr Augusto Schuster at a press conference. He said 6 
ceses were detected in May and 12 in June. “Thies is a normal, seasonal 
trend. If the increase were similar to this but in the first 15 days in 
july, for example,” Dr Schuster said, “there would be reasonable cause 

for taking special control measures against a possible epidemic outbreak.” 


Then, referring specifically to Curico, the high-ranking medical official 
said that nothing special was happening in that city. He denied that the 
meningitis that killed iS<year-old Bernardo Mejias Cabrera was epidemic 

or meningococcic. He said that postmortem studies on the young patient 
demonstrated that it was tuberculous meningitis. In regard to the victim's 
brother, 7-vear-old Claudio Mejias Cabrera, who was also suspected of 
having the meningococcic syndrome, it was finally proven that he had a 
pharyngo-tonsilitis. 


Then the doctor explained the case of little Ana Maria Lopez Contardo: 

She is currently hospitalized in Calvo MacKenna, brought in from Curico 
after the death of Loreto Velastin Reves from a possible hemorrhagic syn- 
drome called thrombocytopenic purpura. She was infected by the meningitis 
meningococcus germ which went through her blood stream and settled in her 
skin, instead of going to her brain, and caused a septicemia--that is, a 
disseminated infection--instead of meningitis. He said that the little 
girl had responded to antibiotic treatment and is now well on her way to 
recovering. 


Epidemiaoivgir al Vigilan« © 


Dr Schuster said that at any rate they have taken preventive measures and 
have begun epidemiological studies at the Alliance Francaise school in 
Curico where the girl currently hospitalized was a student. He explained 











that these studies and measures are all being coordinated in Talca with 


the gone’'ea Regional Minitaterial Secretariat and the Health Inatitute of 
Chile 


in any case, the official said that there is enough antimeningitia vaccine 
if necessary but that it is net worthwhile to act without concrete reasons. 
That would be wasting the supply needlessly and runving the risk of not 
havine it in the event of an emergency. 


Nor did he fee! that an advancement of school vacations was justified, 
“because there ia no increase indicative of an epidemix in cases of men- 
ingitie.” Finally, he asked the people to be confident that all realistic 
information would be made public immediately and that the press would 


not need to ask for it if it were necessary to report an epidemic increase 
in the disease. 
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CHILE 


OUTBREAK OF HEMORRHAGIC FEVER REPORTED IN CURICO 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 5 Jul 80 p C-13 
[Article by Aquiles Melende® | 


[Text|) Curico--Hemorrhagic fever or purpura hemorrhagica caused the death 
of one little girl and currently has left another in serious condition in 
Calvo MacKenna Hospital in Santiago, according to a first diagnosis made 
by the doctors at this city's regional hospital. The girls stricken by 
thie strange viral disease were students at the local Alliance Francaise 
Lycee, 


Maria Loreto Velaspin Torres, age 7, died last week and yesterday Ana 
Lopez Contardo, the same age, was moved to the capital on an emergency 
basis with symptoms similar to those which caused the death of the first 
little girl. 


Yesterday the Alliance Francaise Lycee sent all its students home. Claude 
Mansencal, the school director, said that he had contacted the French 
Embassy to ask the Louis Pasteur Institute in that country for the proper 
vaccine 


Acting Director of the Regional Hospital Dr Hector Saldivia Medina calmed 
the public by stating that these are only two isolated cases and does not 
constitute an epidemic. He added that the situation is, for the moment, 
under control. 


He also pointed out that an analysisof these diseases precludes the 
possibility of meningococcic meningitis. He added that work is being done 
now in Calvo MacKenna Hospital and the National Health Service Epidemio- 
logy Department on a serologic study to isolate the probable virus caus- 
ing the disease. 


Hemmorrhagic fever or purpura hemorrhagica is characterized by an ex- 
tremely sharp decrease in blood platelets. In the two Curico cases the 
decrease was from 350,000 to 12,000 platelets per cubic millimeter. The 
illness can cause hemorrhages in any part of the body. 
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“Unfortunately,” the doctor said, “thie includes the brain, and when the 
hemorrhages reach there, they can cause the patient's death," 


The chief doctor at the local hospital said that the origin of this 
disease was unknown but that by identifying the accompanying symptoms, !t 
can be brought under control. He said that there are specific foods which 
work effectively with timely treatment. He also took the opportunity to 
appeal to parents noi to administer antibiotics indiscriminately, such as 
antituberculosis medicines, which have no effect on this illness. 


He reported that a large number of parents had gone to the city's drug- 
stores to buy remedies to prevent the illness. In this regard, he gave 
atrict orders for these to be administered only with a doctor's pre- 
cription. 


Purpura hemorrhagica is distinguished by a high fever, general weakness, 
the appearance of spots on the skin--caused by the hemorrhages--and con- 
vulsions when it reaches the brain. The overall picture could be con- 
fused with meningococcic meningitis. 


Dr Saldivia asked parents to remain calm, adding that the health authori- 
ties are undertaking preventive studies on the disease and the results will 
be made public soon. He repeated that a child showing symptoms of this 
disease should be taken immediately to the nearest assistance center or 

to his doctor so that appropriate steps may be taken. 


11937 
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BRIEFS 


OUTBREAK OF MALARIA-RELATED DISEASE--For some time the population of 

luntondo has been threatened by a curious disease, commonly called Ebuka-Buka. 
The region's medical circles are startled by the terrible disease, which con- 
tinually lays young people low, especially those who have reached adulthood. 
Also, contacts with the comrades at the hospital center, especially patients, 
reveals that the disease is related to malaria. It may also be called rheum- 
atic pains or polvatride [translation unknown] ague, or even diverse pains. 

In medical circles they call it an epidemic disease. The disease is manifest- 
ed in several forms. Patients have muscle and joint aches. Elevated tempera- 
ture is found, accompanied by headache. The subject shows intense asthenia, 
the pain followed by a high fever, accompanied by anorexia. In some cases 
there is a cooling of the body. The patient whimpers. He has insomnia. So 
far the treatment of this horrible disease requires a multitude of products: 
analgesic, antipyretic, anti-inflammatory, etc. The causes of the disease are 
idiopathic, complications may bring paralysis of the limbs. The ball is in 
the researchers' court. |E. Obambo in Impfondo] [Text] [Brazzaville MW'°TI in 
French 28 Jun 80 p 4] 5946 
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EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES DEVELOPS AMONG REFUGEES--San Salvador--The situation of the 215 
“easants in refuge in the building which until recently housed the Costa 
Rican Enbassy in El Salvador seemed to worsen yesterday when symptoms of 
measles veveloped among some of the 151 children there. Leaders of the 
28 Febrvary People's Leagues who control the peasants who took refuge 
because of the strong repression unleashed in rural areas have appealed 
wv che International Red Cross to supply them with medicine and food, 
since they have received no help from that organization since Saturday. 
[Text] [PA221546 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 22 Jul 80] 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA IN CENTRAL SULAWESI--Malaria has Lilled 80 transmigrants from Bali 
who arrived in Central Sulawesi in March. The chief of the Central Sulawesi 
Transmigration Office said they had died several weeks after their arrival. 
Of the 80, 35 were from a group which arrived in Donggala Regency on 12 
March. The remaining 45 were from 50 families which arrived in Luwuk 
Regency on 14 March. All of the victims were from Karangsem Regency, Bali. 
No other area has been affected. [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 7 

Jun 80 p 1] 9197 


INFLUENZA IN IRIAN JAYA=<Since 16 May, 850 persons have contracted influenza 
in several districts in Irian Jaya; 350 persons are still ill. The chief 

of the Irian Jaya Health Service estimates that 70-80 have died. The exact 
number cannot be determined, because the investigating team has not yet 
reached all areas. [Text] /Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 28 May 80 p 8] 9197 


CONJUNCTIVITIS IN BOGOR--Conjunctivitis has been attacking various strata 
of society in Bogor. A doctor said the disease is not infectious, but can 
be spread through direct contact, such as using a towel or other article 
used by a victim, [Text] [Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 31 May 80 
p 2] 9197 


CSO: 5400 


17 











KENYA 


NEW MALARIA PARASITE, MALARIA INCIDENCE NOTED 
Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 1 Aug 80 p 3 


[Excerpt] A new malaria parasite has been discovered, and it is immune to 
traditional anti-malaria drugs. 


The news was announced by the research director of the Malaria and other 
Tropical Diseases Centre of the Kenya Medical Research Institute in Kisumu, 
Dr Phili Wegesa Lukorito. 


He said the discovery was made by a 43-year-old electrical engineer, at the 
Chemelil Sugar Company near Kisumu. 


Dr Lukorito said the new parasite differed from plasmodium fasiparum, the 
cause of 95 percent of malaria in Kenya in only two respects. 


The doctor said the new parasite does not respond to chloroquine and other 
fouramino-quinolines, including quinine, and that the interval between chilis 
of 14 days instead of two days as in plasmodium fasiparum. 


In the light of the finding, Dr Lukorito said all stores of chloroquine 
resistance of plasmodium fasiparum in Kenya are obsolete and will remain so 
until further development. 


He said details of the clinical features of the condition caused by the new 
parasite will be published shortly in an appropriate scientific journal. 


Four-hundred-and-seventy-four cases of clinical malaria were recorded in 


Nakuru District during the week ended July 12. But the disease caused no 
deaths. 
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BRIEFS 


DDT SPRAYING IN PHON HONG--Since March 6, the public health cadres of 
[Meuang] Phon Hong District of Vientiane Province have been courageously 
and joyfully on a tission to provide DDT spraying in order to exterminate 
malaria during this year's production season for residents of the district, 
The operation accomplished DDT spraying in 3,684 homes in 78 villages within 
/ cantons, exhausting 1,551 kilograms of DDT. In addition, the cadres 
publicized the benefits of spraying, as well as the "three-clean" hygiene 
techniques to an audience of 1,492 villagers, 277 of whom were women. The 
spraying mission this time has fulfilled our expected goals. [Text] 
[Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 4 Jun 80 p 1) 9013 


VIENTLANE HEALTH WORK--In May of this year ten cadres of the mobile medical 
team of [Meuang) Hatsaifong District of Vientiane Province were on a 
mission, in conjunction with 25 hygiene combatants from various villages 
and cantons, in order to give vaccinations against cholera, diptherie, 
typhoid and other contagious diseases in 62 villages, and at 82 cooperative 
units throughout 11 cantons of the district. They have thus far completed 
their mission in 6 cantons and have given vaccinations to 16,000 persons. 
In addition, these cadres also disseminated the techniques of the “three- 
clean" hygiene movement. They instructed the villagers to remove domestic 
animal pens from underneath their homes, and to dig holes for the construc- 
tion of latrines. The above medical team is at present happily performing 
their vaccination mission in order to complete the task by the end of June 
as planned. (Text) [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 14 Jun 80 p 1] 9013 


LUANG PRABANG HEALTH WORK--Vientiane (KPL)--Since the end of May of this 
year the Luang Prabang Public Heaith Sector has sent a number of medics 

to give vaccinations against cholera and to provide medical treatment to 

the multi-ethnic population at various production bases throughout 

[Tasseng} Phon Fong and Pha Tem Cantons of [Meuang] Ngoi District and 
[Tasseng! Nam Bai Canton of [Meuang) Udomsai District. During the period 
they succeeded in inoculating 1,159 persons, providing physical examinations 
and distributing medicine to 1,176 recipients. Furthermore, they extensively 
disseminated the techniques of the “three-clean" principles to the villagers. 
At present these medical cadres are courageously carrying out their duly 

in order to improve the heaith of the multiethnic population within their 

















areas of responsibility, so that these people can play a part in producing 
the food supoly and achieving this year's expected production goals, [Text] 
[Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 14 Jun 80 p AS) 9013 


CHOLERA PREVENTION IN KHAMMOUAN--Vientiane (KPL)--Since the end of May the 
Public Health Sector of ([Meuang) Gnommalat District of Khammouan Province 
has dispatched a team of mobile medical cadres on a mission to disseminate 
the "three-clean" hygiene techniques and to give inoculations against 
diseases to the entire multi-ethnic population at various production bases 
within their district, During the period they succeeded in giving 8,500 
inoculations against cholera, training one model health canton and three 
model health villages, Furthermore, they gave 76 lectures on the "three- 
clean" hygiene principles to an audience of 6,420 participants, Their 
mission was to improve the health of the multi-ethnic population within 
their locality so that they can play a part in this year's production and 
its timely completion, [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 

16 Jun 80 pp AS, 6) 9013 


LUANG PRABANG MALARIA ERADICATION--Vientiane (KPL)--Since June the Malaria 
Control Unit of the Luang Prabang Province Public Health Sector has been 
carrying out activities in the various production bases in Luang Praband 
District. During the period they determinedly examined and checked for 
malaria as well as treated a group of malaria patients. They educated 

the people by showing a film on health care, prevention and cure of various 
diseases, The above unit is at present relentlessly continuing to provide 
medical services to th2 people and improving their health so that they can 
play a part in achieving our expected goals of production. [Text] 
[Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 19 Jun 80 p A2] 9015 


LUANG PRABANG DDT SPRAYING--Vientiane (KPL)--On June 18 of this year the 
Luang Prabang Province Public Health Sector dispatched the Malaria Control 
Unit to spray DDT in residential homes, canals and other bodies of water 
within [Meuang) Nan District in order to eradicate malaria carrying mosquitoes, 
In addition, the unit also disseminated the methods for preventing various 
diseases to the villagers. The unit's performance was in accordance with 

the Ministry of Public Health's new guidelines, which considers "prevention 
of disease fundamental and cure important". They are 2+ present cou. ageously 
performing their duty in order to achieve their goal of comrleting the DDT 
spraying at 8 cantons, totalling over 100 villages. [Excerpts] [Vientiane 
KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 20 Jun 80 p A7} 9013 
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BRITISH, MALAWLANS, UNESCO PRAISED FOR EFFORTS ON BILHARZIA 


Blaniyre DAILY TIMES in Engiish 39 Jun 80 p 4 


(Editorial: 


[Excerp .s) 


"The Fight Against Bilharzia™) 


THE accent on rural development programmes to assist far- 
mers increase thew a output, has made an impact 
on 4 larger sectiun of the farming communities in the coun- 
try. Among the major services to achieve success, health 
services play an important part because good f#ealth is a 
pre-requisite for an efficient working population. One en- 
vironmental disease which ts of concer. is bilharzia, scienu- 
fically known as schistosomiasis. which abounds in waters 
associaicd with irrigation works in Tropical areas. 

Realising the damage the disease causes, research at 
various insututions over the past years including UNESCO- 
sponsored ammes, have been intensified with a view to 
lessen the scourge of the disease. Here in Malawi, work on 
fighting bilharzia has been going on through a three year 
programme on bilharzia control in which the British Gov- 
ernment assisted in providing technical assistance This has 
been very important because the country is al war against 
disease which can retard the development of the country as 
sick le cannot utilise their resources effectively. 

n country s three regions, development projects 
have been established to help farmers increase farm output. 
Among these are rice umigated schemes which demand ex- 
tensive use of water and the swampy areas pose environmen- 
ial hazards connected with bilharzia infestation. This is why 
the farming families in these areas need special protection to 
make them less suscepuble to the disease — | 

The Bilharzia Control Programme which has been in 
operauon for the jas three years has shown a remarkable 











progrcss, hence the new lw to embark on a second phase 
with renewed efforts, and the provision of extra funds for the 


programme 


The Brush Government's gesture in donating two 
Landrovers, as well as running expenses for the Second 
Phase of the Bilharzia Control programme, fulfills the 
Malawi Government's desire to improve the health of its 
people so that they can effectively contribute to the economic 
development of the country. | | 

The concern expressed by the two traditionally friendly 
vernments in bilharzia is one of the many facets 
Malawi and Britain undertake jointly in an effort to 
improve technical know-how through mutual understanding. 
Surely the next programme will prove beneficial to the peo- 
ple of this country and mainly those in the rural areas in 
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MALAWI 


PROGRESS OF MEASLES VACCINATLON CAMPAIGN NOTED 
11,000 Completed 
Blantyre BAILY TIMES in English 8 Jul 80 p 3 


(Text) Machinga, Monday--The measles vaccination campaign team has vac- 
cinated 11,000 children of age from six to 24 months, since the team 
started the campaign last month. 


An official of the Mintetry of Health leading the team told MANA in an in- 
terview at Chilema in Zomba that they had already covered the whole Ma- 
chinga West and were now vaccinating the children in the areas of chiefs 
Nyambi, Chikweo and Ngokwe. He explained that his group of 53 worked in 
20 separate teams each vaccinating children in two villages everyday. 


The official said that his team expected to immunise about 23,000 children 
under the age of two years in Machinga by the time the pregramme was com 
pleted sometime this month. 





Before coming to Machinga, the official said, his team had vaccinated over 
20,000 children against the disease in Mangochi District. 


He said, hie team received positive respose from mothers who brought their 
children to vaccinating points. He thanked Party and traditional leaders 
for their co-operation. 


The official said that after vaccinating all qualifying children in each 
of the districts they had covered, the medical personnel would take the re- 
sponsibility of furthering the immunisation programme. 


He said there was need for cooperation from the Party and traditional lead- 
ers and the general public during the campaign. He also emphasised the 
need for sedical personne! in each district to work with the team to learn 
on the spot how they could carry on the campaign when the team leaves. 


The team leader revealed that after Machinga, the measles vaccination cam- 
paign will move to Zomba. 





The official stated that the vaccination project against measles started in 
Mulanie in the South and Chitipa in the North about 1976/77, and later 
moved to the Shire Valley districts of Neanje and Chikwawa. 


Following the success in the four district, he added, vaccination team pro- 
ceeded to Thyolo, Blantyre, Mangochi in the Southern Region and Mzimba, 
Rumphi, Karonga and Nkhata Bay in the Northern Region. 


Although the total sumber of vaccinated children in most of the districts 
was over ®0 per cont, there were some districts whose percentages were lower 
because publicity did not reach the people in advance, the official said. 

He emphasised cnac the children that did not receive the vaccination would 
get it through the district hospitals. 


With a fleet of eight motor vehicles and two motor cycles, the vaccination 
team is financed by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the United Na- 
tions Fund for Population Activities (UNIPRA) through the Government here, 
according to the official. 


Algo going on in Machinga is a campaign against polio which also started 
last month. 


Since the start of the polio vaccination in the district, about 80 per 
cent have received the first dose against polio.-=MANA 


Target: 23,000 


Blantyre MALAWI NEWS in English 16 Jul 80 p 5 
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The political leaders sand 
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ensure its success wm the dis- 
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MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


POLIO VACCINATIONS--The polio vaccination campaign has moved to the area of 
Sub-Chief Mbiza here. Over 3,500 children aged between one and 24 months 
have already received the first dosage against polio in the area of Chief 
Miumbe in the west constituency during the campaign. When vaccination 
opened at Sunuzi, in Sub-Chief Mbiza's area on Friday, about 400 children 
who assembled with their mothers at 11 villages received their first doses 
after briefings on the dangers of the disease. An official of the Ministry 
of Health with the team, said the campaign had received a positive response 
from the people because Party and traditional leaders were working together. 
He commended their co-operation and added that the children will have re- 
ceived three doses against polio by the end of the campaign later in the 
year. After vaccinating the children in the area of Sub-Chief Mbiza, the 
campaign will move into the area of Chief Chikowi in the same constituency 
before proceeding to areas of chiefs Mwambo, Kuntumanji and Malemia. The 
vaccination team here comprises ten vaccinators, using a Landrover and two 
motor vehicles, said the official.--MANA [Text] [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in 
English 23 Jun 80 p 4) 











MOZAMBIQUE 


MEASLES OUTBREAK REPORTED, VACCINATION URGED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 30 Jul 80 p 2 


[Text] According to an announcement by the director of public health for 
the city of Maputo, Igrejas Campos, and by the director of the center for 
prophylaxy and medical examinatic w, Oscar Monteiro, during yesterday's 
interview with Radio Mozambique, the outbreak of measles affecting the 
capital of the country has made from 2 to 3 victims daily in the con- 
tagious disease section of the Central Hospital of Maputo. 


According to information provided by these tw. officials, the epidemic 
is continuing because a large segmenc of the population is not aware of 
the schedule for vaccinations. 


Stating that measles is the largest killer of children in Africa and 
particularly in Mozambique, these health authorities added that the 
disease can be fought through the vaccination of all children between 
9 and 36 months of age. 


They specified also that the solution to this problem does not lie in the 
improved treatment of the affected children--something that is already 
being dono--but in preventive measures against the disease through the 
prescribed series of vaccinations, since one dose only does not always 
provide immunity. Meanwhile, a large vaccination campaign is being con- 
ducted in conjunction with courses in health education through the par- 
ticipation of party elements and of the democratic mass organizations. 
These actions have encountered great success. 


The director of the center of prophylaxy and medical examinations stated 
that meetings have already taken place with the populations of Catembe, 
Machava and other areas of Maputo to inform the residents of the need to 
have children between the ages of 9 and 36 months vaccinated against 
measles in the various health centers. 


He also stressed the need to eliminate certain taboos and superstitions 
about measles, stating that to this effect, the strong support of the 
districts’ political structures and democratic mass organizations, as 
well of the information organs, is urgently needed. 


CSO: 54600 


26 














MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES VACCINATIONS UP--Despite the fact that exact numbers cannot yet be 
cited, it has become known that measles vaccinations in the various health 
centers of the city of Maputo have recently jumped more than 200 percent as 
compared with last year. However, 2 to 3 children are still dying in Maputo 
every day. Measles are one of the main causes of infant mortality in our 
country, with 120 deaths per thousand during the first year of life. Together 
with various obscurantist beliefs which contributed to the spread of the dis- 
ease, a marked decrease was registered in the vaccination of children. During 
September and October 1979, only 100 vaccinations took place in Maputo; com- 
pared to the fact that statistical data show the need to vaccinate approxi- 
mately 2,100 children every month, this proves great indifference in the face 
of the disease. During last June, a total of 1,473 children were already 
vaccinated. This indifference is compounded by a degree of overreaching 
optimism evidenced by some cadres of the national vaccination campaign. Fol- 
lowing that great national event, the belief prevailed that measles could no 
longer easily attack our country. The fact is that nearly 36,000 children 

are born annually in Maputo, who should be vaccinated at 9 months of age. The 
campaign took place between June 1976 and January 1979. Many children were 
born during this period. Since the corresponding number of vaccinations was 
not performed, 2 to 3 children are dying daily in Maputo. [Excerpts] [Maputo 
NOTICIAS in Portuguese 5 Aug 80 pp 1, 6] 
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NEPAL 


HEALTH SERVICES HIT FOR LACK OF EFFORT 
Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 26 Jul 80 p 3 
[Editorial: "Public Health") 


lText] After two decades of aid money funnelled into malaria eradication 
programme, the authorities of the Department of Health Services have dis- 
covered it to be a lost cause, They have now come to realize that eradi- 
cation of malaria is an impossible task, yet the body assigned the task of 
Wiping out malaria is still known as the Malaria Eradication Organisation, 
4 misnomer, According to a recent report 1812 people of three terai 
districts and four hill districts were found with malaria germs in their 
blood and the figure should go much higher if blood test is taken of people 
of most other districts. Perhaps, Nepali people can never get rid of this 
scourge, 


In recent years encephalitis has come on the scene, The deadly disease 
has already claimed hundreds of lives, mostly children, The public health 
authorities who at first thought it best to suppress the onslaught of the 
disease staked a claim later on that they had the necessary equipment and 
insecticides to kill all the mosquitoes, the carriers of encephalitis germs 
in all places from where the incidence of the disease is reported, The 
disease is hitting the people in the capital right under the nose of the 
public health authorities and they do not seem to be doing anything at all. 
Not less distressing is the report of typhoid patients crowding the Infec- 
tious Disease Hospital, 


it is now cholera claiming lives right in the capital city. The disease 
can now assume the proportion of an epidemic, while the public health 
people will continue to remain as smug as they always have been. Defi- 
nitely things would have been different if the units concerned of the 
Government had public service sense. When people with diseased mind and 
gangrened morals are made to rule over the people, none but the Satan 
only can take care of the people. las printed 
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NEPAL 


BRIEFS 


ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS-*The viral encephalitis which has surfaced in various 
parts of the kingdom is not of the fearsome Japanese "3" variety, the 
Division of Infectious Disease has stated, Although some cases in the 
Kathmandu Valley have been diagnosed as viral encephalitis on the basis 

of the symptoms, laboratory tests failed to yield the expected virus, it 

is learnt. Meanwhile, a zoonatic disease unit and laboratory has been 

set up under the infectious disease division to pinpoint cases of the viral 
disease and provide cure.-RSS [Text] [Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 
29 Jul 80 pp 1, 4] 


YOUTH DIES OF BRAIN FEVER=-Rajbiraj, July 3l--A youth of twenty-two died 
the other day at Sagarmatha Zone Hospital of brain fever, A resident 

of Udaipur district, the youth was brought to the hospital for treatment 
in an unconscious condition, Specialist Dr. Shashi Kumar Thapa said that 
recently a boy suffering from the same recovered, but earlier a young 
woman and six children had died of it at the hospital,--RSS [Text] 
(Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 1 Aug 80 p 2] 


SMALLPOX ERADICATION—-Kathmandu, 17 July (AFP)--The Nepalese Government 
has officially announced the eradication of smallpox in Nepal. The deadly 
disease, which used to claim thousands of lives till some decades ago in 
epidemic form, has now been completely wiped out and this landlocked 
Himalayan kingdom was formally declared “smallpox free" today. The last 
smallpox case in Nepal was in Merch 1974 in the Morang district, south- 
east of Kathmandu, and since then no fresh cases were reported. Mean- 
while, 1,812 people were found suffering from advanced stages of malaria 
out of 230,000 people in seven districts in the southwest Terai region 
bordering Bihar and Uttar Pradesh of India. Blood tests on 230,600 peo- 
ple of seven districts in western development regions including Rupendehi, 
Kapilbastu and Nawalparasi districts, revealed that 1,812 people were 
found suffering from advanced stage of malaria. In the past two decades 
the World Health Organisation and the U.S. Government have spent large 
amounts of money to wipe out the malaria in Nepal. [Text] [Hong Kong AFP 
in English 0929 GMT 17 Jul 80 BK] 
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TOGO 


BRLEFS 


DAPAONG VACCINATION CAMPAIGN=<A vast vaccination campaign was initiated on 

18 July in Dapaong by a medical commission composed of 52 health technicians 
divided into 2 teams. According to Dr Fumey, who is in charge of the great 
endemic diseases service, the vaccination campaign, which started in the 
savannah region, will cover a period of 5 years so that this program will be 
extended to the entire region so as to better guarantee the health of the 
people in the cities as well as in the most remote areas. This vaccination 
campaign thus conceived by the great endemic diseases service, the malaria 
service, the national tuberculosis service and the public health institute, 
has reached 9,027 people vaccinated against measles for children 9 months to 

} years, against meningitis for persons between 5 and 30 years of age, against 
tetanus for women of child-bearing age (15 to 45), and against yellow fever 
and tuberculosis for children up to 3 years of age. [Excerpt] [Lome LA 
NOUVELLE MARCHE in French 1 Aug 80 p 3) 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


TRYPANOSOMIASIS OUTBREAK--Mr Alfred (Latigo), base manager of the Desert 
Locust Control Organization [DLCO] in Uganda has met the permanent secre- 
tary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. Mr (Latigo) briefed the 
permanent secretary on the DLCO's role in Uganda. “He said currently 
there is an epidemic of sleeping sickness in Busoga area due to tsetse 
flies in that area. In order to control this (?state) the DLCO has sent 
one aircraft to Uganda to carry out emerg ncy aerial spray of the flies. 
He said the exercise in Uganda will continue for about 2 months. He 
appealed to the public not to get alarmed when they see the aircraft 
with red tips flying low, especially in the infested area in Busoga.” 
[LD071630 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1000 GMT 7 Aug 80 EA} 
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OLYMPICS ATHLETES HIT BY SERIOUS STOMACH ILLNESS, DIARRHEA 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 30 Jul 80 pt II p ? 


[Article by Steen Ankerdal: "Olympics Village Ravaged by Epidemic: Many 
Are Sick") 


[Excerpt] Moscow--A stomach infection so widespread that it is beginning 
to resemble an epidemic in the second week of the Olympics is affecting 
one out of every 10 of the participants and correspondents here in Moscow. 


Many participants have complained that they have spent most of their time 
on the toilet. "I got a stomach attack the day before I was to compete. 
But fortunately I quickly got over it," said diver Claus Thomsen. 





Others have not recovered so quickly, and have had to spend some time in 
bed. In contingents from other countries similar situations have been 
experienced. For example, at one time there were about 25 bedridden in 
the British camp. At the press hotel Rossiya the newspapermen have suf- 
fered widespread affliction. In some cases the stomach infection has 
been followed by a rather high fever. And in at least one case an indi- 
vidual was admitted to a hospital. At first the physicians believed 
that it was a case of appendicitis, but examinations revealed a serious 
stomach infection. 





Denial 


The Olympics arrangement officials have apparently not found the cause of 
the many cases of stomach infection. Press chief Vladimir Popov, who the 
other day spoke enthusiastically about hospital number 7, and who placed 

himself at the disposal of the press, absolutely did not care for hearing 
about a possible epidemic. 


“Are these rumors? Do you have concrete proof of cases?" he asked a 
Danish journalist, who wanted an answer to the question. "I have only 
received a report that a tourist has sprained a foot and another report 
of a case of influenza. In the Olympic village all are healthy and 
sound,” said Popov. In his earlier discussion of the “press hospital" 

he explained, however, that the number of journalists treated had in- 
creased to about 400. But obviously the situation was not serious enough 
for him to be concerned about talk of an epidemic. 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


BOAR WANDERING FROM USSR BLAMED FOR TEG VIRUS IN FINLAND 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 28 Jun 80 p 8 
[Article: “Soviet Wild Boar Suspected as Carrier of Virus Disease") 


\Text) Lohja (HS) A rare swine diarrhea disease, which has killed about 
200 pigs, is thought to have come to Bromarv in a wild boar crossing 

the ice from the Soviet Union last winter. From a Bromary swinery the 
disease spread further along with swine sold in Liljendal. 


The wild boar wandered around the Bromarv swinery in western Uusimaa 
several times. The wild boar, which had settled in the Bromarv region, 
was killed last Thursday, and it will be determined whether the boar 
was the carrier of the disease on the basis of blood samples taken from 
it. 


The disease caused by the TEG [expansion unknown] virus began in Bromarv 
and Liljendal already at the beginning of May, but in order to identify 
the disease it was necessary for blood samples to be examined in Denmark, 
because there were no suitable means for the study in our country when 
the disease broke out. The disease caused the death of altogether about 
200 pigs in 2 swinerics. 


According to Timo Estola, Uusimaa county veterinarian, veterinarians 
have been asked to determine the spread of the disease, and in some 
swineries it has been necessary to take blood samples to test for the 
disease. At least so far, no more swineries have been discoverea with 
the disease. 


In general, an entire herd will become infected with the disease. The 
disease does not, however, cause more than diarrhea and vomiting in 
adult swine, so that the meat from slaughtered animals is still good 
for human consumption. All of the more than 700 swine which have the 
disease will be killed, however, so that the spread of the disease, 
which is destructive to young pigs, can be stopped. 











Animal tarmers are required by law to report communicable diseases to 
veterinary ofticiais., The present raging epidemic came to light on the 
basis of such a report. 


The disease caused by the TEG virus is not mentioned in our country's 
animal disease law, but the cabinet can make a decision to begin 
prevention of the spread of a disease for diseases other than those 
mentioned in the law. The animals are killed according to the law at 
state expense, and state funds will also pay for cleaning the swinery 
after the disease. Owners of the animals will be compensated at the 
going rate, 


The disease appears only in swine, but according to foreign studies, dogs 
can also be carriers of the disease, 


in addition to the wild boar that is suspected of carrying the disease, 
migrating birds, which can carry the virus in their feathers, are 
possible carriers. The disease can travel also with people from foreign 
countries, for example, on their shoes. 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


CATTLE DISEASE STATISTICS=-A note from the Ministry of Agriculture, which 
reached our editorial office yesterday, reports the cattle disease situation 
for April in Kuangza-Norte, Huila, Cunene, Huambo and Kuando-Kubango provinces. 
Some 50 outbreaks of contagious peripneumonia among beef cattle were 

reported: 3 in Luanda, | in Huambo, 5 in Huila and 71 in Cunene. Seventeen 
cases of nematic carbuncle were detected in Kuando-Kubango (10) and Huila 

(7) provinces, and 5 of symptomatic carbuncle in Huambo (2) and Huila (3). 
Some 30 foci of African ewine fever and 2 of rabies, both in Kuanza-Norte 
Province, were reported and 1 case of brucellusis in Kuando-Kubango Province. 
[Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 17 Jun 80 p 2) 11634 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


SWINE FEVER UNDER CONTROL--Despite being aware of a swine fever outbreak 
which has killed 2,000 pigs in Parana state, agriculture minister Amaury 
Stabile has stated that the Rio Grande Do Sul state pig herds are not 
threatened by this disease. Stabile said that this is a case of hog cholera 
and not African swine fever like that which killed a great part of the 
Brazilian pig herds. He stated that everything is under control, and that 
preventive measures have been taken to [words indistinct]. The minister 
admitted that cases have been recorded in diagnostic work but said that 
despite these cases the most serious outbreak is completely under control 
and restricted to one area. Minister Stabile also said that the government 
wishes to resume Brazilian exports of pork. For this purpose, foreign 
delegations from pork purchasing countries are being brought to the country 
go that they can inspect the processing system in Brazil. [Excerpts] 
|PY061539 Sao Paulo Radio Bandeirantes in Portuguese 1000 GMT 6 Aug 80) 
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CUBA 


AFRICAN SWINE FEVER UNDER CONTROL; VIRUS STILL PRESENT 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 7 Jul 80 p 2 
[Article by Ramon Alberto Bendoyro} 


‘Text | Thanks to the consistent support of the population, the outbreak of 
swine fever that occurred at the beginning of the year in the eastern region 
of the country is being kept under control. The ‘ight waged by the people 
wae divided into four phases: detection of the disease, destruction of 
centere of infection, survelllance of affected areas and recovery. 


The firet three phases yielded successful results and the fourth will be 
victorious if no signe of the virus are detected for 6 months. In the mean- 
time, there is «a latent danger. We must remain vigilant and be careful not 
to violate measures adopted, especially with respect to the ban on soving 
animals and persons from one province to another without immunization. 


Even though we are sure of final victory, we are still not safe from the 
virus. Such safety will be aseured only when the quarantine is over, when 
sentinel pigs are placed in the original centers of infection for study and 
negative results are obtained. 


Before the end of the year, biological testing of the animals mentioned will 
begin. Subsequentiy, if that information is valid, FAO specialists will 
do the final testing. 


Vaity 


Our country has an emergency plan for fighting any outbreak of an exotic 
disease in which arganizations at any level have become involved. Action 
is taken based on orders from a national command post made up of the Peo- 
ple's Government, the Veterinary Institute, Civil Defense, the Committees 
for the Defense of the Revolution, the Ministry of Transportation, the PNR 
[National Revolutionary Police) amd CENSA [National Animal Health Center). 


The national program for the eradication of disease has made it possible to 
contain the virus within the provinces of Santiago de Cuba, Guantanamo and 
Holguin. 








Experience hea! already been gained in a similar fight against the disease in 


i9/i, On the occasion, the characteristics were somewhat different, The 
virus etruck suddenly and affected the government sector of Havana Province. 
Seme $00,000 hogs were destroyed, Thies time, the disease has had a 


siow ineubation, occurred in the private sector and has involved three pro- 
vinces,with a total of 170,000 ewine. 


As before, the food industry made an immediate effort, In the zone hit by 
the virus, fe processing plante for canned meat existed, forcing workers to 
convert fruit and vegetable canning plants in Guantanamo and Santiago de 
Cuba. <A vefrige: sted semitraller truck was sent from Havana to store the 
animals slaughtered, 


Commander in Chie! Fidel Castro has epoken of the effort made on several 
occasions, praising the work of the combative people and the efficient aid 
oO. specialists from the National Animal Health Center. 


CENSA Research 


Some 36 young specialists from CENSA, led by their director, went with their 
equipment to the affected provinces, aware of the prime factor that the virus 
could be transmitted by any carrier and that the work done would be lost. 


The disease was diagnosed and the program of rehabilitation and research was 
undertaken, The necessary surveillance was maintained in the provinces and 
the economic evaluation of the campaign was made. The specialists visited 
neariy all the areas, providing the necessary technical advice. 


Patience and Understanding 


Maria Irian Perceda was one of the first veterinarians to join the fight in 
Guantanamo. Her area of apecialization is epizootic diseases. She told us 
ot her experiences: 


“It wae very exciting to work for } gonths, day after day, almost without 
rest, along with the farmers, in the sun and the rain. At first, they did 
not understond why the measures had to be taken, but later, they were our 
pest helpers. They all identified with us, with our research, and they 
felt a part of every achievement. 


“Many times we had to inspect buses and personal belongings. The people 
were very patient and understanding. As always, the Committees for the De- 
fense of the Revolution were vigilant. Everything had to be subordinate to 
the need to control the disease by destruction of the virus. 


#ithout Antivod‘es, No Vaccine 


Active, consistent and alwaye pleasant, Cristobal Blanco served in Las Tunas 
with zeal and perseverance. His specialty is clinical medicine. He de- 
scribed his experiences: 





‘The dlieease ie caused by 4 very resistant virus whose uncommon character- 
jetic te that it does not produce antibodies, meaning that one cannot obtain 
vaccine, The only measures are of a sanitary and control nature. They are 
harel and drastic, The main carriers are animale of other species and man, 
which recelve the agent through contact with waste, blood, secretions and 
contaminated meat, 


"Diseased hoge are burned, but those free of the disease and found in the 
area are used, provided that the meat is cooked to 4 temperature of 120° 
and ie consumed within the area, These are preventive measures to prevent 
the virus from remaining alive, maintaining the danger. 


"Thies can happen even when the meat is processed industrially because the 
workers handling the meat can transmit the virus," 


increasing Vigilance 


The director of CENSA, Rosa Elena Simeon, is an exanple of sustained work, 
simplicity and camaraderie. She discovered the cause of the death of hogs 
in 197. due to ewine fever in Havana Province and with that experience, once 
again cetected it on this occasion. She told use of her work: 


"We have to constantly increase our vigilance. It is a victory that we have 
managed to keep the disease under control, but it was a defeat that it came 
into our territory, Naturally, as long as there are countries where it 
existe, the threat will continue, 


“Brazil, Santo Domingo and Haiti have had ewine fever since 1978 and have 
been unable to eradicate it, mainly because they do not have the backing of 
the people. In Spain and Portugal, the disease has existed since 1961 and 
it is endemic in all African countries. 


"France had several disease centers in the region of the Pyrenees, along 
the border with Spain, but radical measures were taken. A‘l the hogs were 
destroyed and they are no longer raised in that area. 


"To date, we have only had to fight the disease directly. In the future, 

we have the possibility of doing research based on a Soviet hypothesis which 
opens up a new path to the possible obtention of preventive medicine. Only 
in that way shall we be able to be effectively protected. 


“I am proud of our CENSA specialists. Some 50 percent of those who re- 
sponded to the appeal were women, most of them mothers with work at home and 
other problems. When they returned, all the specialists were proud of the 
different certificates of re ognition and their experience would be very 
important in their research background.” 


If the blame for the fact that we have had swine fever falls on the Yankee 
design of including Cuba in its bacteriological war, the imperialists have 
been defeated and every time they try it, the people will all fight with the 
same determination. 
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TRAN 


BRLEFS 


ANTLRABLES CAMPAIGN=-According to the PARS News Agency, the Health Ministry 
mnounced there have been reports of rabies among stray dogs in some parts 
of Tehran and other cities. Unfortunately several cases of the disease 
have also been observed in human beings, resulting in two deaths in Tehran. 
Therefore the following points are brought to the attention of our compa- 
triote: In view of the fact that (?sharpshooters) of the Ministry of Health 
are going to implement an urgentcrash program to destroy stray dogs in 
various districts of Tehran with the cooperation of the officers of Tehran 
municipality, all the inhabitants of Tehran are asked to assist our agents 
and prevent their children from approaching stray dogs. In case a person 
is bitten, he must be transferred immediately to the nearest health unit 

in each town or to the Pasteur Institute on Pasteur Avenue of Tehran. If 
possible, information must also be supplied about the dog and the place 
where it is kept to [word indistinct]. [Text] [LD291200 Tehran Domestic 
Service in Persian 0930 GMT 29 Jul 80) 
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ITALY 


AFRICAN SWINE FEVER INFECTS SARDINIA 
Funds Lacking in Cagliari Province 
Cagliari L'UNIONE SARDA in Italian 2 Jul 80 p 6 


[Text] A detailed study of the program of expenditures required to carry 
out the plan for definitely eliminating the epidemic of African swine 
fever, of which even recently a number of centers of infection were noted, 
has been concluded at the technical level in a meeting of officials of the 
pertinent regional assessorships. 


First of all," says a regional communique, "it has become quite clear that 
Sardinia will be irrevocably required to carry out the overall plan at an 
expenditure of 140 billion lire to preclude the possibility that, even with 
the adoption of drastic measures like the slaughtering of a majority of the 
island's swine population, the disease might again show up, as has in fact 
been the case." 


"On the other hand," provincial veterinarian Antonello Usai emphasized, "the 
region cannot take on the entire burden of the expenditure which, instead, 
could be partly financed within the scope of the special plan for scientif- 
ically breeding and domesticating animals, sponsored by the COSMEZ [Fund 

for Southern Italy], or partly by EEC financing." 


"The financial problems," the regional note concludes, "will be subsequently 
discussed and resolved, as well as the highlights of the program for com- 
bating the epidemic, in a future interministerial meeting to be held next 
week and at which Minister of Agriculture Marcora will be in attendance." 


Difficulty in Nvoro Province 


Cagliari L'UNIONE SARDA in Italian 6 Jul 80 p 10 


[Text] Orgosolo, 5 July--A total of 23,000 hogs killed between 1978 ard 1979 
and almost 5,000 in the first part of this year; th’: © the “casualty 
list" of African swine fever in Nuoro Province. Amoi, . areas hardest hit 








turbagia unfortunately ranks firat; Fonni, Ollolai, Villagrande and Orgo- 
solo are macroscopic cases of a situation which has now become serious. 

And it is in Orgoso.o iteelf that (in addition to considerable material 
damage) we are faced with worrisome aspects which are increasing the tension, 


In the last few days we have had the results of methodical laboratory 
examinations of the tnternal organs of a wild boar found dead in the large 
rocky area of the Gennargentu; and our fears were confirmed: African swine 
fever, Does this mean that even wild pigs can be infected and represent a 
"drifting mine" making it impossible to control their movements? 


"Thies is not necessarily so," provincial veterinarian Livio Marceddu asserts. 
"We are awaiting the results of examinations being made on 150 spleens 
extracted from the head of swine killed in the latest roundup." These sci- 
cntifie tests should make it clear whether the wild boar is or is not a 
positive carrier of the virus of this disease. For now the "demolition 
squads” will, therefore, continue their work in the pigsties and the search 
for swine bred in the natural state, whose precise number is not even known 
to the proprietor. 


There ts a growing feeling that uncoordinated intervention in every area in 
which the epidemic is present (since the beginning of the year 21 new out- 
break centers have been reported) serves little purpose. Among breeders 
themselves suspicion has given way to hostility: "We have to attack the 
problem on the opposing fronts of persuasion and repression," the experts 
state. "We have had cases of outright boycotting, breeders who do not re- 
port dead swine, others who hide the animals during the slaughtering opera- 
tion and still others who have tried to remove hams before incinerating the 
carcasses of the animals." 


Breeders are not concealing their hostility toward the measures being taken: 
"How can we have confidence," says an Orgolese breeder, "when we have re- 
ceived only 40 percent of the compensation due for the animals killed last 
year and when many of us are still awaiting indemnity payments for 1978." 
There are few who still speak of “chicanery by the industrialists"; but in 
many instances they do not realize the gravity of the situation; and this 

is partly due to the lack of an extensive information campaign on the 
damages, symptoms and methods of prevention of African swine fever. 





In the office of the provincial veterinarian there is an atmosphere of a 
"fighting war." On Dr Marceddu's desk there are stacks of phonograms of 
requests for assistance and slaughtering orders. "This is the third summer 
that I am stuck here without being able to take a day of vacation,” the 
veterinarian states. "Things have reached the point where I believe it 
necessary to take drastic measures to stamp out this disease once and for 
all." 





Thus, we are proceeding toward the creation of a "total biological gap" 

by killing all swine; the system of “hygienic encirclement,” isolating the 
centers of infection, has not succeeded, due particularly to the character- 
istics of the breeding systems whereby the animals are in constant movement. 
Therefore, the destruction of all swine seems to many “a painfully necessary 
measure.” 
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TURKEY 


SUMMER CAMPAIGN AGAINST RABIES BEGINS 
[etanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 9 Jun 80 pp 1, 12 
[Article by Levent Cevik] 


(Text); ia Turkey, which ranks highly among countries where "death from 
rabies" is most common, the activities of municipal squads which, in the 
struggle against rabies, kill ownerless dogs by "poisoning, shooting or 
strangling" are being hindered by some persons. 


However when rabies incidents occur, the first thing the public turns to 
in panic is still the killer teams which are referred to accusingly as 
"the executioners." 


The municipal killer squads these days have instituted a large-scale 
elimination campaign against vagrant dogs. The authorities state that 
"rabies" is the target of this campaign and say, “rabies is a natural 
affliction of all mammals. Mammals are extremely susceptible to rabies. 
Animals infected by the rabies microbe become violent and die within 10 
days. In humans this period depends upon the proximity of the wound to 
the brain and the depth of the wound. This period averages 40 days. After 
the microbe enters the body it travels to the brain by way of the nerve 
system and paralyses the vital centers. 


"Rabies is transmitted to humans through dogs and cats. Instances of 
rabies multiply during the summer months. 


"The most significant carriers of the rabies virus in the streets of 
Istanbul these days are the dogs. The number of vagrant dogs wandering 
through the streets, avenues and yards of the city is over 200,000." 


Last year five people lost their lives in Istanbul because of rabies. 
This year, although there has been no loss of life, there has been a great 
increase in the number of those bitten by dogs. The number of persons ap- 
plying to the rabies hospital for innoculations because of this kind of 
incident is close to 2000 per month. 


43 





The Struggle Against Rabies 


Turkey's first rables specialist Dr Ferhat Kut, says the following with 
regard to the fight against rabies: "The fight against rabies implies a 
fighc against vagrant dogs. I[t is important to our health to eliminate 
vagrant dogs, and in these circumstances the duty falls to the munici- 
palities. All means can be used in this elimination process." 


The elimination campaign commenced by the Istanbul municipal killer squad 
because of the throngs of vagrant dogs roaming the city's streets is still 
going full speed. 


The 16 so-called "struggle against rabies" or "killer" squads, composed of 
60 persons in all, are especially active at night, and are killing nearly 
500 dogs a day with poison imported from India at 30,000 TL per kilo, or 
with rifles and nooses for violent cases. 


The members of these teams, who are the butt of insults from quite a lot 

of persons who call them "executioners" when they are carrying out their 

duties say, "We love animals too, but the danger of rabies changes every- 
thing. We are doing our fellow citizens a real service." 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


LATTN AMERICAN CONFERENCES ON PLANT DISEASES ANNOUNCED 


Bogota EL TLEMPO in Spanish 1 Jul 80 p 16=<A 
[Article by Gustavo Ramirez: "Coffee Blight Studied") 


[Text] The present dimensions of the coffee blight disease in Latin America 
‘gs one of the problems for discussion at the Fourth National Congress of the 
Colombian Association of Plant Pathologists and Related Scientists (ASCOLFI). 
Coftee blight is the disease most feared by Colombian coffeegrowers. 


The conference will bring together 300 participants to hear 48 scientific 
papers prepared by government and private experts covering the general field 
of plant pathology and the specific branches of bacteriology, nematodes, 

and the study of viruses. 





The coffee blight problem, as well as the need for setting up plant quarantine 
systems in Colombia, will be discussed at roundtable discussions, which will 
be moderated by German Valencia Valenzuela, technical director of the National 
Coffeegrowers Federation, and Fernando Penaranda Canal, president of the 
Antioquia Agricultural Engineers Association (SIADA). 


ASCOLFI will deal also with the following topics in this meeting: growing 
cultures for producing, maintaining and transporting plant germ plasa, 
controlling nematodes in banana plantations, disgeages of ornamental plants 
for export and methods of determining incidence rates and losses from 
Sugarcane diseases. 


An official of the Colombian Agricultural Institute (ICA) noted that among 
the speakers invited are William Roca, of CLAT (International Center for 
Tropical Agriculture), Rodrigo Tarte, of the Association of Banana Exporting 
Nations (UPEB), German Arbelaez and Hideo Koike, the last-mentioned being 

a representative of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 


The ASCOLFI conference coincides with the first meeting of the subregional 
cattleraising conference for the Andean area, which will bring together the 
agriculture ministers of Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia and Colombia. 





Both events wiil lead “up fo the Latin American Soils Conterence which 
Will be held in Medellin from 15 to 18 October 19 80, 


his conference, organized by the regional committee o: the Colombian 

Oils Sclences Society, the National University and the Antioquia and Choco 
regional offices of ICA, wil] Study rural and urban development as well as 

planning new areas for food production and conservacion measures to protect 
Soll, water, plant and animal resources in Latin America. 
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PAKLSTAN 


BRIEFS 


‘INSECT’ DAMAGES CROPS--Attock, July 28--An insect causing grea® damage in 
84 villages of Chach area and some other vil'ages in Sarwala, Shakardara 
and Shin Bahg areas of Attock to the groundnut and maize crops, The red 
and golden insect is attacking the crops like locust. The number of this 
insect is gradually increasing during the rainy season, The prominent 
farmers and agriculturists of the area have requested the Secretary Agri- 
culture Punjab for eradicating of this insect, (Text) [Islamabad THE 


MUSLIM in English 29 Jul 80 p 6] 
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